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Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 1949 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 1949 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
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directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at l-(888)-786-0101 or 
(571)-272-4200. 
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Notice of Allowability 


Application No. 

09/880,430 


Applicant(s) 

PLIHA, ROBERT KENNETH 


Examiner 

JEAN JANVIER 


Art Unit 

3688 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . K| This communication is responsive to 04/1 6/09 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 and 57-74 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) DAN b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. S Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 04/16/09 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. Q Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. £3 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. £3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



/Jean Janvier/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3688 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20090328 
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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 04/14/09 has been entered and an Action 
follows. 

Response to Amendments 

First of all, the Examiner approves the amendment to the specification related to a 
statement associated with figure 17. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the amended claims have been considered, but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 
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Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with the 
Attorney of record, Jason Gardner, on 03/26/09. 

In claim 1, line 12, after "analyzing" and before "the account", please insert - -by a 
computer- - 

In claim 1, line 33, after "matching" and before "the at least one incentive", please insert 
- -by the computer- - 

In claim 74, line 3, after "receiving", please delete ", at a decile discount distribution 
module," and replace it with - -by a computer system- - 

In claim 74, line 8, after "analyzing", please delete ", by the decile discount 
distribution module," and replace it with - -by the computer system- - 

In claim 74, line 11, after "transaction data by the" and before "comprises:", please delete 
", decile discount distribution module" and replace it with - - computer system- - 

In claim 74, line 29, after "receiving", please delete ", by the decile discount 
distribution module," and replace it with - -by the computer system- - 

In claim 74, line 33, after "matching", please delete ", by the decile discount 
distribution module," and replace it with - -by the computer system- - 

In claim 74, line 38, after "distributing", please delete ", by the decile discount 
distribution module," and replace it with - -by the computer system- - 

In claim 70, line 3, please delete "configured to store" and replace it with —for storing- 
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In claim 70, line 3, please insert at the beginning of the line, or before "a customer 
application database", - -a computer system having - - 

In claim 70, line 8, please delete "configured to analyze" and replace it with - -for 
analyzing- - 

In claim 70, line 8, please insert at the beginning of the line, or before "a transaction 
decile ranking database", - -the computer system having - - 

In claim 70, line 29, please delete "configured to store" and replace it with —for 
storing— 

In claim 70, line 29, please insert at the beginning of the line, or before "a 
discount/incentive database", - -the computer system having - - 

In claim 70, line 33, please delete "configured to match" and replace it with - -for 
matching- - 

In claim 70, line 33, please insert at the beginning of the line, or before "a decile 
discount distribution model", - -the computer system having - - 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art taken alone or in combination fails to teach or suggest the limitations or a 
combination thereof or at least the step of "matching the at least one incentive to at least one of a 
plurality of financial institution customers based on the financial range ranking for each of the 
plurality of financial institution customers associated with the at least one of the plurality of 



Application/Control Number: 09/880,430 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3688 

decile levels matched to the at least one incentive", as recited in at least independent claims 1, 70 
and 74. Hence, claims 1 and 57-74 are said to be patentable over the prior art. 
For example, 

WO 97/26061 to Goldberg discloses a system that stores users' demographic profiles, 
which, in one embodiment, has a data structure substantially identical to a user profile data 
structure. Such demographic profiles may have a variable length section for specifying 
requested values for user information items that may be provided in (potentially only a relatively 
small number of) user profiles. In some embodiments, a demographic profile includes a 
reference to the advertiser's or sponsor's identity, a reference to... substantially irrelevant to the 
advertiser or sponsor. Accordingly, regardless of the particular embodiment of the demographic 
profiles,, the users" demographic profiles are used to match (i.e., select) one or more 
corresponding advertising presentations with a particular target group of users that, presumably, 

are likely to purchase the product and/or service portrayed in such advertising such 

advertising presentations may be provided to only users who are likely to be subsequent 
customers, advertisers and/or sponsors may provide to these users specifically targeted 
advertising having relatively expensive promotionals, such as product or service discounts, free 
samples, or a trial usage and so forth. 

USP 5, 945, 953 to Walker discloses a system and process for establishing a function 
having a corresponding function identifier. The function is adapted to be processed during a 
transaction such as a point-of-sale transaction that may involve a credit card. The system and 
process involve identifying an account having an account identifier, establishing a function 
having a function identifier, and receiving a transaction request including the account identifier, 
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a transaction amount, and the function identifier. The system and process also process the 
transaction in accordance with the function to affect the transaction and, possibly, the transaction 
amount. An affect on the account is also contemplated. Additionally, the system and process are 
adapted to allow message to be presented by customers and credit card holders during a 
transaction for later appearance on a credit card statement or other notice (See abstract). 

USP 5,857,175 to Day discloses a system (10) that makes use of computer (12), which 
includes database containing customer account information and special offers. The special offer 
includes at least one targeted offer which is presented to selected customer accounts on basis 
of targeting parameters. Several customer cards with machine readable card information 
indicates identification of card with particular customer account. A customer interface, in 
communication with computer, transfers data. A card reader in interface reads machine readable 
card information from the customer card. A customized customer offer list available to 
particular customer account, is generated. An offer communicator communicates customer offer 
list to generated customer. A check-out with card reader for reading customer card presents 
purchased item information indicating items purchased by customer. Information from 
customized customer offer list is sent to one check-out. Customer purchase information, which 
indicates purchased items via check-out, is collected. Customer account information is edited to 
reflect items purchased by customer. Categories of products are defined and provided, thereby 
permitting special offer for one brand of product per category. 

In an article, "UK: INNOVATIVE EXPERIMENT BY AMERICAN EXPRESS" 
published in the Sunday Times f ST ) on 15 April, 1996 ,it is described that American Express 
(Amex) has conducted tests since July 1995 in Britain in order to target its customers with 
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special offers, which are designed to match buying habits of the cardholders. The company, 
using a technique known as micro-marketing and thanks to specifically designed computer 
models, sends a different page of offers to each cardholder to maximize the percentage of 
response to promotions. The early results of the experiment have shown for instance that the 
percentage of response for a car rental offer increased to 9.32% when the offer was sent to 
specific cardholders compared with 0.06% when it was sent to cardholders who did not have 
customized statements. Amex expects to satisfy better its two sets of customers, its cardholders 
and its merchants, thanks to this innovation. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the Examiner should be directed to 
Jean D. Janvier, whose telephone number is (571) 272-6719. The aforementioned can normally 
be reached Monday-Thursday from 10:00AM to 6:00 PM EST. If attempts to reach the Examiner 
by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, Mr. James Myhre, can be reached at 
(571)272- 6722. 

Non-Official- 571-273-6719. 
Official Draft : 571-273-8300 
Re. 01/05/08 
05/05/09 
/J. J./ 

/Jean Janvier/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3688 
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